
Xiegetable Growers

The (’.’al-Fcd proposal to lake nearly 250,000 acres of production is unacceptable to the meml~crs
of the hnp~rial Valley Vegetable Growers Association. Agriculture is an irreplaceable economic
and enviroumcntal resource 1o CaliRn,ia.

Agricullure cannot be fl~e solution to the state’s burgeoning population. In I’acl, agriculture
pz’oducti,m is nol only vital to the sta~c economy providing one in every 10jobs. but in l~eding
fl~e rapidly growing population.

We know Cal Fed’s concern is envi?onmenlally based, but flac proposed solution is shortsighted.
Farming provides immense habitat iaa ;~ddition to its invaluable economic contributions. To
assist growers in this process, Cal-Fed mugt provide an answer ft~r a reliable water supply. That
includes new water storage with adequate yield, to prevcnl the la~ng of additional waler
farms in drought years.

The briefcommenl period and lhc lack of public hearings arc ahv o~concem to our members.
Cal-Fcd is setting a dangerous precedence lbr all of California agficuhurc, n,~ jus~ the Centnd
Vallcy’s.

Sincerely,

Steve Scaroni
I’rcsidcnt

CC: Governor Gray Davis Supervisor Wally l.eimgruber
S~nalor Dianne Feing~eia Supervisor Bill Cole
Senator Barbara Boxer Supervisor Tony Tirado
Congressman Duncan Humor Supervisor Tom Veyscy

.. A~cmblyman Iim Dattin CTBF Rep. ,~udi Fitz.ge~ald
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